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Albie looked around the now empty room through tired, sleepy eyes. This was going to be Albie looked around the now empty room through tired, sleepy eyes. This was going to be 
the last ever time waking up in this bedroom. Boxes were piled up everywhere, full of clothes, the last ever time waking up in this bedroom. Boxes were piled up everywhere, full of clothes, 
toys and other stuff.toys and other stuff.  
“Why do we have to move?”“Why do we have to move?”  Albie asked Mum for the millionth time.Albie asked Mum for the millionth time.

“This house is just too small for us now and Dad and I know that you’re going to “This house is just too small for us now and Dad and I know that you’re going to 
love living in Stratford View in Ockham Village. Just think of all that nature on your love living in Stratford View in Ockham Village. Just think of all that nature on your 
doorstep to explore Albie!”doorstep to explore Albie!”

“Well, I’d rather just stay here Mum” Albie mumbled pulling the bed sheets up high to “Well, I’d rather just stay here Mum” Albie mumbled pulling the bed sheets up high to 
block out the noises coming from downstairs. block out the noises coming from downstairs. 

“Who’s making that noise and why are they so loud?” asked Albie, annoyed.“Who’s making that noise and why are they so loud?” asked Albie, annoyed.

“We did tell you,” said Dad poking his head around the corner. “It’s Lee and his team “We did tell you,” said Dad poking his head around the corner. “It’s Lee and his team 
helping us move all our stuff. So, you need to get up, have a wash and come down for helping us move all our stuff. So, you need to get up, have a wash and come down for 
breakfast. Don’t forget you’re staying with Nan and Gramps today”breakfast. Don’t forget you’re staying with Nan and Gramps today”

Albie slid further down the sheets until Albie’s brother, Alf shuffled past noisily,  Albie slid further down the sheets until Albie’s brother, Alf shuffled past noisily,  
eating an apple. eating an apple. 

“Come on Albie – you need to get up or the removal team will take you too!!”“Come on Albie – you need to get up or the removal team will take you too!!”

“Go away Alf – you’re not funny”“Go away Alf – you’re not funny”

Bye House
CHAPTER 1CHAPTER 1



Why didn’t Alf care about moving? Albie couldn’t understand it. All Alf cared about was Why didn’t Alf care about moving? Albie couldn’t understand it. All Alf cared about was 
the new super-fast internet speeds and playing games online with his friends. He would the new super-fast internet speeds and playing games online with his friends. He would 
get really cross if Mum and Dad were using the internet at the same time!get really cross if Mum and Dad were using the internet at the same time!

Albie got up but only because Sam was coming over one last time for pancakes before Albie got up but only because Sam was coming over one last time for pancakes before 
they moved house.they moved house.

...Mum!! Where are my socks?!...Mum!! Where are my socks?!



Sam bundled through the front door, which was currently wide open as the removal team Sam bundled through the front door, which was currently wide open as the removal team 
carried furniture carefully through the house. Sam was a hurricane of energy and Albie’s carried furniture carefully through the house. Sam was a hurricane of energy and Albie’s 
best friend. The two of them were inseparable having been next door neighbours for their best friend. The two of them were inseparable having been next door neighbours for their 
whole lives, and the thought of moving apart wasn’t a very nice one. Sam seemed quite whole lives, and the thought of moving apart wasn’t a very nice one. Sam seemed quite 
focussed on the pancakes.focussed on the pancakes.

The house was chaos as Albie watched, feeling worried and anxious. The house was chaos as Albie watched, feeling worried and anxious. 

Lee and the removal team were loading things into the van, Mum and Dad were making Lee and the removal team were loading things into the van, Mum and Dad were making 
sure everything was ready and packed up and Albie’s little sister Bella was crying really sure everything was ready and packed up and Albie’s little sister Bella was crying really 
loudly too. It was all too much, and Albie didn’t like it. Albie had lived in this house next loudly too. It was all too much, and Albie didn’t like it. Albie had lived in this house next 
door to Sam forever and hated the thought of change.door to Sam forever and hated the thought of change.

Sam crashed into Alf, bounced off a wall, jumped over a box and ended up inches away Sam crashed into Alf, bounced off a wall, jumped over a box and ended up inches away 
from Albie’s face, beaming from ear to ear. from Albie’s face, beaming from ear to ear. 

“I can’t wait “I can’t wait 
to see your to see your 
new house next new house next 
Sunday, Albie. I Sunday, Albie. I 
love parties!”love parties!”

“Will you still be “Will you still be 
my friend Sam, my friend Sam, 
even if I don’t even if I don’t 
live next door to live next door to 
you anymore?” you anymore?” 
Albie asked quietly.Albie asked quietly.

“Yes, of course” said “Yes, of course” said 
Sam smiling. “I’m really Sam smiling. “I’m really 
excited for a sleepover excited for a sleepover 
in your new house.”in your new house.”

Mum placed the Mum placed the 
pancakes on the table pancakes on the table 
which disappeared very which disappeared very 
quickly as everyone quickly as everyone 
helped themselves. helped themselves. 
Soon, all that was Soon, all that was 
left was a handful of left was a handful of 
fruit and some lemon fruit and some lemon 
juice which was quickly juice which was quickly 
packed away too. Dad packed away too. Dad 
placed a hand on Albie’s placed a hand on Albie’s 
shoulder and knelt down shoulder and knelt down 
to look at Albie.to look at Albie.



“Are you ok Albie? I love this house as well, so I know how you feel and I kind of feel sad too… “Are you ok Albie? I love this house as well, so I know how you feel and I kind of feel sad too… 
but I promise the new house will be amazing and your new room is really cool” he said smiling. but I promise the new house will be amazing and your new room is really cool” he said smiling. 
“Nan and Gramps will be here soon to look after you, Alf and Bella whilst Mum and I get all “Nan and Gramps will be here soon to look after you, Alf and Bella whilst Mum and I get all 
our stuff into the new house”our stuff into the new house”

Dad always tried to make things better, but it wasn’t going to work today. Even Nan and Dad always tried to make things better, but it wasn’t going to work today. Even Nan and 
Gramps wouldn’t be able to cheer Albie up this time.Gramps wouldn’t be able to cheer Albie up this time.

Sam was still running around the room pretending to be a spaceship until Dad persuaded Sam Sam was still running around the room pretending to be a spaceship until Dad persuaded Sam 
to go home. to go home. “Ok, I’m going! Bye Albie, bye house!”“Ok, I’m going! Bye Albie, bye house!” said Sam loudly, weaving  said Sam loudly, weaving 
around the busy removals team.around the busy removals team.

Nan and Gramps arrived shortly after to pick up Albie, Alf and Bella. It was so busy they Nan and Gramps arrived shortly after to pick up Albie, Alf and Bella. It was so busy they 
didn’t even have time to have a cup of tea!didn’t even have time to have a cup of tea!

Albie closed the door and turned to look at the house for the last time. With a trembling Albie closed the door and turned to look at the house for the last time. With a trembling 
voice Albie whispered, voice Albie whispered, "Bye house, I’ll miss you.”"Bye house, I’ll miss you.” Albie gave the house a final wave  Albie gave the house a final wave 
and then turned and walked away.and then turned and walked away.

Albie, Alf and Bella all got into the car and fastened their seatbelts. Gramps slowly drove Albie, Alf and Bella all got into the car and fastened their seatbelts. Gramps slowly drove 
away from the house and down the street before joining the busy road. As they turned the away from the house and down the street before joining the busy road. As they turned the 
corner, the house disappeared from view.corner, the house disappeared from view.



Mum and Dad had been thinking about moving for the last few years as they had outgrown Mum and Dad had been thinking about moving for the last few years as they had outgrown 
the old house. When the new development at Ockham was advertised, they thought they the old house. When the new development at Ockham was advertised, they thought they 
would take a look. After all they had met there as children, playing near the former Wisley would take a look. After all they had met there as children, playing near the former Wisley 
Airfield all those years ago. Even as kids, they loved the area and heard all the stories about Airfield all those years ago. Even as kids, they loved the area and heard all the stories about 
the amazing history of Ockham. the amazing history of Ockham. 

Pioneers, inventors, test pilots, and heroes who campaigned Pioneers, inventors, test pilots, and heroes who campaigned 
against slavery. Viscountess Harberton, against slavery. Viscountess Harberton, 
Florence Wallace Pomeroy, was Florence Wallace Pomeroy, was 
refused service at refused service at 
the Hautboy Hotel the Hautboy Hotel 
In Ockham, due to In Ockham, due to 
her Funny cycling her Funny cycling 
knickerbockers. knickerbockers. 
So much history in So much history in 
one place! one place! 
It was a cold winter's It was a cold winter's 
morning when Mum, Dad morning when Mum, Dad 
and Alf met the Taylor and Alf met the Taylor 
Wimpey man Antonis last Wimpey man Antonis last 
year. Antonis was super year. Antonis was super 
friendly and was happy friendly and was happy 
to show them around and to show them around and 
explain more about the explain more about the 
amazing community and amazing community and 
development. development. 

As they opened the door to As they opened the door to 
the show home, both Mum the show home, both Mum 
and Dad couldn’t believe how and Dad couldn’t believe how 
big and bright the house was. big and bright the house was. 
Dad looked at the floor plan Dad looked at the floor plan 
and was relieved to see a home and was relieved to see a home 
office. Dad had been working office. Dad had been working 
in the kitchen for the last year in the kitchen for the last year 
so a study was going to be so so a study was going to be so 
useful. useful. 

Antonis told them about the new Antonis told them about the new 
super-fast internet speeds too. super-fast internet speeds too. 
Dad was pleased to hear this but Dad was pleased to hear this but 
not as pleased as Alf!not as pleased as Alf!

New House
CHAPTER 2CHAPTER 2



Afterwards they walked through the site looking at all the houses being built. Antonis Afterwards they walked through the site looking at all the houses being built. Antonis 
showed Mum, Dad and Alf a plot where a new house was going to be built in Stratford View, showed Mum, Dad and Alf a plot where a new house was going to be built in Stratford View, 
just on the corner of the street overlooking fields and trees. Mum couldn’t stop smiling as just on the corner of the street overlooking fields and trees. Mum couldn’t stop smiling as 
she imagined the beautiful views from the bedroom window. They quickly fell in love with the she imagined the beautiful views from the bedroom window. They quickly fell in love with the 
idea of this house which was due to be completed later that summer. idea of this house which was due to be completed later that summer. 

Stratford View was so close to everything. The train station was only 15 minutes away and Stratford View was so close to everything. The train station was only 15 minutes away and 
the new school was only 8 minutes’ walk away. Both Mum and Dad were very relieved to think the new school was only 8 minutes’ walk away. Both Mum and Dad were very relieved to think 
that they would no longer have to drive to school anymore!that they would no longer have to drive to school anymore!

On the way back to the sales office Mum, Dad and Alf paused, looked towards the On the way back to the sales office Mum, Dad and Alf paused, looked towards the 
spectacular views of the Surrey Hills from the village green and all agreed,  spectacular views of the Surrey Hills from the village green and all agreed,  
they were moving to Stratford View!they were moving to Stratford View!

Albie shut both eyes as they drove to their new house. Albie Albie shut both eyes as they drove to their new house. Albie 
didn’t really want to see where they were going and thought didn’t really want to see where they were going and thought 
about their old house. Gramps slowed the car down and came about their old house. Gramps slowed the car down and came 
to a standstill. Albie opened both eyes and mumbled “are we to a standstill. Albie opened both eyes and mumbled “are we 
here?” Alf had already got out of the car and charged into here?” Alf had already got out of the car and charged into 
the new house to see his brand-new bedroom. the new house to see his brand-new bedroom. 



Albie held Nan’s hand tight as they closed the car door and made their way to the front door. Albie held Nan’s hand tight as they closed the car door and made their way to the front door. 
Albie thought the new door looked very colourful. As Albie stepped into the house, everything Albie thought the new door looked very colourful. As Albie stepped into the house, everything 
smelt new and freshly painted. Mum was there to welcome everyone in and excitedly gave smelt new and freshly painted. Mum was there to welcome everyone in and excitedly gave 
everyone a big hug, saying everyone a big hug, saying "Welcome to your new home!""Welcome to your new home!"

Dad waved from the top of the stairs. “Albie, quick, look at this – your new room is brilliant” Dad waved from the top of the stairs. “Albie, quick, look at this – your new room is brilliant” 
Albie walked up the stairs and peeked into a room filled with boxes and a half-made bed. It Albie walked up the stairs and peeked into a room filled with boxes and a half-made bed. It 
was bigger than Albie had thought it would be, and Dad was right- it was quite cool! Albie was bigger than Albie had thought it would be, and Dad was right- it was quite cool! Albie 
and Dad walked over to the window and Albie’s face lit up immediately. and Dad walked over to the window and Albie’s face lit up immediately. 



“Dad, look at the trees and hills...and, and... oh wow, look at “Dad, look at the trees and hills...and, and... oh wow, look at 
that amazing Park!” that amazing Park!” 

For the first time in quite a while Albie smiled and felt excited. Albie loved nature, so For the first time in quite a while Albie smiled and felt excited. Albie loved nature, so 
this was very exciting!this was very exciting!

“Just wait until you see everything else Albie” Mum said as she walked “Just wait until you see everything else Albie” Mum said as she walked 
past with Bella. Even Bella had stopped crying, Albie noticed!past with Bella. Even Bella had stopped crying, Albie noticed!



The next morning, the sun peeked in through the window as Albie cautiously opened one eye The next morning, the sun peeked in through the window as Albie cautiously opened one eye 
to look at the new surroundings. to look at the new surroundings. 

Albie got up out of bed and rummaged through a bag of clothes to find some socks. Having Albie got up out of bed and rummaged through a bag of clothes to find some socks. Having 
found 2 odd socks, Albie ran down the stairs to see Mum and Dad opening various cardboard found 2 odd socks, Albie ran down the stairs to see Mum and Dad opening various cardboard 
boxes that the removal men had stacked up in the rooms throughout the house. boxes that the removal men had stacked up in the rooms throughout the house. 

Albie had been promised a trip to the park today and despite feeling a bit nervous about Albie had been promised a trip to the park today and despite feeling a bit nervous about 
going somewhere new, Albie was quite excited too. Dad promised that they could take going somewhere new, Albie was quite excited too. Dad promised that they could take 
Albie’s new bike which was stored right outside in the cycle store. Nan and Gramps were also Albie’s new bike which was stored right outside in the cycle store. Nan and Gramps were also 
coming over again today to help unpack and look after Bella.coming over again today to help unpack and look after Bella.

Dad was getting rather annoyed that he couldn’t find the kitchen equipment so Nan and Dad was getting rather annoyed that he couldn’t find the kitchen equipment so Nan and 
Gramps, having just arrived, suggested that they could all head to the Local Centre before Gramps, having just arrived, suggested that they could all head to the Local Centre before 
going to the park.going to the park.



When they arrived, the smell of delicious food filled the air. Dad wandered around the food When they arrived, the smell of delicious food filled the air. Dad wandered around the food 
market. “It’s all locally sourced food here apparently” said Dad, seeing a sign and raising a market. “It’s all locally sourced food here apparently” said Dad, seeing a sign and raising a 
quizzical eyebrow. “That’s right.” said one of the people behind the vegetable stall,  quizzical eyebrow. “That’s right.” said one of the people behind the vegetable stall,  
“We try to be as eco – friendly as possible so everything comes from  “We try to be as eco – friendly as possible so everything comes from  
the surrounding areas."the surrounding areas."

“Including the pizzas?” asked Alf.“Including the pizzas?” asked Alf.

“Yes, even the cheese comes from the local farm.”“Yes, even the cheese comes from the local farm.”

The family all had a very nice lunch and not a single crumb was left.The family all had a very nice lunch and not a single crumb was left.

Leaving the Local Centre Albie pointed excitedly to the community building,  Leaving the Local Centre Albie pointed excitedly to the community building,  
"Wow Nan, that stained glass window. It looks just like the one  "Wow Nan, that stained glass window. It looks just like the one  
from All Saints’ Church in Ockham!"from All Saints’ Church in Ockham!"  

The afternoon was spent at the park and Albie tried out some new bike tricks. Alf had made The afternoon was spent at the park and Albie tried out some new bike tricks. Alf had made 
some new friends and wandered off to play football until it was time to go home. some new friends and wandered off to play football until it was time to go home. 

After a short walk back to the new house the family were After a short walk back to the new house the family were 
all tired from the day's adventures.all tired from the day's adventures.



It was a bank holiday which meant that Mum and Dad had an extra day to spend with It was a bank holiday which meant that Mum and Dad had an extra day to spend with 
everyone and get their belongings unpacked. everyone and get their belongings unpacked. 

“Albie, would you like to go to Upper Ockham later to do some food shopping for the “Albie, would you like to go to Upper Ockham later to do some food shopping for the 
week?” Dad asked, week?” Dad asked, “We could get the bus from the bus stop as it’s  “We could get the bus from the bus stop as it’s  
only 50 metres away.”only 50 metres away.”

“Maybe” said Albie.“Maybe” said Albie.

“I remember Antonis saying “I remember Antonis saying 
there was a place that sells there was a place that sells 
ice creams if you would like ice creams if you would like 
one?” Dad said temptingly.one?” Dad said temptingly.

Albie jumped up, grabbed Albie jumped up, grabbed 
a random pair of shoes, and a random pair of shoes, and 
excitedly said “Let’s go now excitedly said “Let’s go now 
then!” then!” 

Alf helped Dad set up the Alf helped Dad set up the 
app on his phone which had app on his phone which had 
all the bus times on it and all the bus times on it and 
soon Dad had access to all soon Dad had access to all 
the information he needed the information he needed 
for nearby public transport. for nearby public transport. 

Dad said “Albie, there’s a bus Dad said “Albie, there’s a bus 
coming in 2 minutes, race you coming in 2 minutes, race you 
there!” Albie laughed  there!” Albie laughed  
“No chance Dad!” as they both  “No chance Dad!” as they both  
darted out the front door. darted out the front door. 

Albie had read on the residents newsletter Albie had read on the residents newsletter 
that Ockham was a place of the future, and that Ockham was a place of the future, and 
although it didn’t have spaceships and jet packs, although it didn’t have spaceships and jet packs, 
Albie did see some futuristic things looking out from the window of the bus on their short Albie did see some futuristic things looking out from the window of the bus on their short 
journey to Upper Ockham. The new development had electric bikes, charging points for journey to Upper Ockham. The new development had electric bikes, charging points for 
electric cars and even electric buses too! electric cars and even electric buses too! 

Alf had also said that in the future the place might even have spaces for drones to drop Alf had also said that in the future the place might even have spaces for drones to drop 
parcels. Alf was always teasing and being silly… but the last neighbourhood at Upton End parcels. Alf was always teasing and being silly… but the last neighbourhood at Upton End 
wouldn’t be finished for years so who knows. wouldn’t be finished for years so who knows. 

A week in ockham
CHAPTER 3CHAPTER 3



Whilst Albie was dreaming of flying machines, Dad was looking closely at the app to Whilst Albie was dreaming of flying machines, Dad was looking closely at the app to 
compare bus and train times. Dad was going back to work tomorrow, and he had so many compare bus and train times. Dad was going back to work tomorrow, and he had so many 
options to choose from. Dad had been used to driving to work, but the whole family really options to choose from. Dad had been used to driving to work, but the whole family really 
wanted to be more eco-friendly and were even considering getting rid of Mum’s rusty old wanted to be more eco-friendly and were even considering getting rid of Mum’s rusty old 
car. It was starting to cost too much and they now had the option to use the car club if car. It was starting to cost too much and they now had the option to use the car club if 
they needed a second car.they needed a second car.

Waiting at the bus stop Dad announced his plans.Waiting at the bus stop Dad announced his plans.

“Right then Albie, I’ve decided to cycle to the train station and “Right then Albie, I’ve decided to cycle to the train station and 
then get the train to work. Mum keeps telling me to get more then get the train to work. Mum keeps telling me to get more 

exercise”exercise”  said Dad, looking rather pleased with his decision. said Dad, looking rather pleased with his decision. 

The afternoon with Dad was great and Antonis was The afternoon with Dad was great and Antonis was 
right, there was a place to get ice creams and right, there was a place to get ice creams and 
they were the best ice creams ever! they were the best ice creams ever! 

The bus journey was fun The bus journey was fun 
and super quick and and super quick and 

even though Albie was even though Albie was 
missing Sam, it didn’t missing Sam, it didn’t 

feel like the end of feel like the end of 
the world anymore. the world anymore. 



The following day, the alarm clock beeped loudly at 6am. Dad jumped into the shower, The following day, the alarm clock beeped loudly at 6am. Dad jumped into the shower, 
had breakfast, picked up his laptop, placed it in his rucksack and took his bike out of had breakfast, picked up his laptop, placed it in his rucksack and took his bike out of 
the cycle store. “Goodbye everyone – have a good day!”. He whizzed off, down the cycle the cycle store. “Goodbye everyone – have a good day!”. He whizzed off, down the cycle 
path and disappeared beyond the trees.path and disappeared beyond the trees.

The sun shone, as he rode past the playground in Stratford Park. The luscious green space The sun shone, as he rode past the playground in Stratford Park. The luscious green space 
looked even more beautiful this time of the morning when the dew glistened on the grass. looked even more beautiful this time of the morning when the dew glistened on the grass. 
Dad soon arrived at Horsley Train Station, locked up his bike and hopped on Dad soon arrived at Horsley Train Station, locked up his bike and hopped on 
the next 14-minute train to Guildford. the next 14-minute train to Guildford. 

“Wow, that was a quick journey, taking  “Wow, that was a quick journey, taking  
the bike to the station was so much  the bike to the station was so much  
easier than driving and trying to find  easier than driving and trying to find  
a space to park.” a space to park.” 

Whilst Dad was at work, Albie, Bella and Mum made Whilst Dad was at work, Albie, Bella and Mum made 
the most of the last day of summer before school the most of the last day of summer before school 
started. It wasn’t just new for Albie, it was new started. It wasn’t just new for Albie, it was new 
for all the other children too. The school had only for all the other children too. The school had only 
been built recently and Albie had been wondering been built recently and Albie had been wondering 
what type of children would be in the new class. what type of children would be in the new class. 
Albie felt nervous again and started to miss Sam Albie felt nervous again and started to miss Sam 
and the old house. and the old house. 



As Albie, Bella and Mum made their way to the village green, they saw other families out As Albie, Bella and Mum made their way to the village green, they saw other families out 
enjoying themselves. As they approached the Green, they saw a young girl cartwheeling enjoying themselves. As they approached the Green, they saw a young girl cartwheeling 
across the grass. The girl landed in a heap in front of a surprised Bella in her pushchair. The across the grass. The girl landed in a heap in front of a surprised Bella in her pushchair. The 
girl sprang up, laughed, and said “Heeeellllloooooo!!”. Albie thought she seemed a bit silly.girl sprang up, laughed, and said “Heeeellllloooooo!!”. Albie thought she seemed a bit silly.

“Erm, hi – I’m Albie.”“Erm, hi – I’m Albie.”

“I’m Jo. I’ve not seen you here before.”“I’m Jo. I’ve not seen you here before.”

“We’ve only just moved here,” said Albie.  “We’ve only just moved here,” said Albie.  
“Where do you live?”“Where do you live?”

“Stratford View” said Jo, still grinning and starting  “Stratford View” said Jo, still grinning and starting  
to cartwheel again.to cartwheel again.

“Hello there” said Jo’s dad walking over, juggling a bundle of toys and blankets. “Hello there” said Jo’s dad walking over, juggling a bundle of toys and blankets. 

“Welcome to the neighbourhood!”“Welcome to the neighbourhood!”

“Hello” said Mum “Lovely to meet you- it looks like you have your hands full there?!”“Hello” said Mum “Lovely to meet you- it looks like you have your hands full there?!”

“Yes, Jo does love to be outside, and we’ve been at the park almost every day for the whole “Yes, Jo does love to be outside, and we’ve been at the park almost every day for the whole 
summer, she loves taking all her toys with her!”summer, she loves taking all her toys with her!”

Jo persuaded Albie to play on the swings whilst Mum and Jo persuaded Albie to play on the swings whilst Mum and 
Jo’s dad had a long chat. Jo’s dad had a long chat. 

Mum was pleased that Albie had made a friend. As they Mum was pleased that Albie had made a friend. As they 
made their way home from the village green, Jo said made their way home from the village green, Jo said 
“We’re here! I live just over there” Albie responded “No “We’re here! I live just over there” Albie responded “No 
way! I live over there, which means we’re neighbours!” way! I live over there, which means we’re neighbours!” 
They high fived excitedly.They high fived excitedly. “Mum, can we walk “Mum, can we walk 
to school together tomorrow?” to school together tomorrow?” 

“Yes” said Mum, “I’m sure that will be fine.”“Yes” said Mum, “I’m sure that will be fine.”



Albie loved the walk to school. They walked past a small stream as dragonflies buzzed around Albie loved the walk to school. They walked past a small stream as dragonflies buzzed around 
like mini helicopters. They had to drive to the last school, and it was always a bit stressful. like mini helicopters. They had to drive to the last school, and it was always a bit stressful. 
Even Bella in her pushchair seemed happy pointing to a flock of birds flying south for the Even Bella in her pushchair seemed happy pointing to a flock of birds flying south for the 
Winter as Summer started to turn to Autumn. Winter as Summer started to turn to Autumn. 

Albie thought the new school looked very big. Jo didn’t seem particularly nervous about Albie thought the new school looked very big. Jo didn’t seem particularly nervous about 
starting school and that made Albie feel more confident. Mum was talking to the teacher as starting school and that made Albie feel more confident. Mum was talking to the teacher as 
the bell rang which meant it was time to go in. Mum bent down to hug Albie. the bell rang which meant it was time to go in. Mum bent down to hug Albie. 

“Have a great first day today Albie and I’ll see you this afternoon. Bye, bye” Mum “Have a great first day today Albie and I’ll see you this afternoon. Bye, bye” Mum 
said waving as she turned away to walk back home.said waving as she turned away to walk back home.

“Good morning, Albie” said Mr Clarke, the teacher. “Do you know “Good morning, Albie” said Mr Clarke, the teacher. “Do you know 
anyone here who you’d like to sit next to?”anyone here who you’d like to sit next to?”

Albie didn’t get a chance to answer as Jo rushed back to grab Albie didn’t get a chance to answer as Jo rushed back to grab 
Albie by the arm.Albie by the arm.

“Me!”“Me!”  said Jo excitedly.said Jo excitedly.



Mr Clarke gave the children a tour around the new school and showed them the amazing Mr Clarke gave the children a tour around the new school and showed them the amazing 
sports pitches and the playgrounds. Sooner than the day started it was over. It was home sports pitches and the playgrounds. Sooner than the day started it was over. It was home 
time and Albie saw Mum and Bella waiting outside whilst the children were let out. Jo walked time and Albie saw Mum and Bella waiting outside whilst the children were let out. Jo walked 
home with them. They walked a different route to the one they had walked that morning. home with them. They walked a different route to the one they had walked that morning. 
    
“If I knew there was a cycle path to get to school, I would have “If I knew there was a cycle path to get to school, I would have 
brought my new bike,” brought my new bike,” Albie exclaimed.Albie exclaimed.



The next day at school, Jo and Albie and some new friends were sat at their table. The next day at school, Jo and Albie and some new friends were sat at their table. 
Mr Clarke announced they had a very special visitor that day. Mr Davis from Mr Clarke announced they had a very special visitor that day. Mr Davis from 
Taylor Wimpey was coming to talk about the new neighbourhood that was being Taylor Wimpey was coming to talk about the new neighbourhood that was being 
built behind the big safety fence!built behind the big safety fence!

Mr Davis came through the door holding several big boxes as he put them down on Mr Davis came through the door holding several big boxes as he put them down on 
a desk. He turned to the children and said “Hi everyone, I have something here that a desk. He turned to the children and said “Hi everyone, I have something here that 
everyone needs to wear today.” He was smiling as he opened a box and started everyone needs to wear today.” He was smiling as he opened a box and started 
to hand out big, yellow hats. “They might look a bit silly but it’s important to be to hand out big, yellow hats. “They might look a bit silly but it’s important to be 
safe where we‘re going.” Albie put the hat on and giggled with Jo. safe where we‘re going.” Albie put the hat on and giggled with Jo. 

“We’re going to talk about health and safety today and “We’re going to talk about health and safety today and 
we’re going to look around the construction site too.  we’re going to look around the construction site too.  
Who likes Diggers?” Who likes Diggers?” 



A number of children put their hands up enthusiastically, including Jo. Albie was still A number of children put their hands up enthusiastically, including Jo. Albie was still 
struggling to adjust the yellow hat!struggling to adjust the yellow hat!

Mr Davis walked the class around the construction site where they stayed behind some red Mr Davis walked the class around the construction site where they stayed behind some red 
and yellow safety barriers. Jo was upset that they weren’t allowed to drive the digger. and yellow safety barriers. Jo was upset that they weren’t allowed to drive the digger. 

Albie looked at the people working on the site.Albie looked at the people working on the site.

“I didn’t realise how many people it took to build a house. I “I didn’t realise how many people it took to build a house. I 
wondered why Mum and Dad said we were moving last Christmas but wondered why Mum and Dad said we were moving last Christmas but 
then we only moved last week.”then we only moved last week.”  

After the tour, Mr Davis said to the children “Hopefully now you understand the importance After the tour, Mr Davis said to the children “Hopefully now you understand the importance 
of staying safe on a construction site”. of staying safe on a construction site”. 

The children all cheered and Mr Davis left the classroom.The children all cheered and Mr Davis left the classroom.



“It’s Friday Albie, which means you’ll be seeing Sam in a few days for our moving house “It’s Friday Albie, which means you’ll be seeing Sam in a few days for our moving house 
party!” Mum reminded Albie over breakfast.party!” Mum reminded Albie over breakfast.

Albie hadn’t thought about Sam for a little while. However, Albie was very excited to Albie hadn’t thought about Sam for a little while. However, Albie was very excited to 
see him again and show him the new house. Albie had started to like Stratford View, see him again and show him the new house. Albie had started to like Stratford View, 
and the new school.and the new school.

When Albie got to school that morning, the classroom had pictures of birds, insects, When Albie got to school that morning, the classroom had pictures of birds, insects, 
and flowers all over the wall. and flowers all over the wall. 

“Who knows what biodiversity means?”“Who knows what biodiversity means?” said Mr Clarke said Mr Clarke

Albie nervously put a hand up. “Nature?”Albie nervously put a hand up. “Nature?”

“Well done Albie – great answer! Ok, I want everyone to look around this room and “Well done Albie – great answer! Ok, I want everyone to look around this room and 
point to the things they’ve seen over the summer.”point to the things they’ve seen over the summer.”



The children excitedly got up and pointed to various pictures in the classroom.The children excitedly got up and pointed to various pictures in the classroom.

“Good work class! I’m pleased to see you’ve been spotting so many “Good work class! I’m pleased to see you’ve been spotting so many 
great examples of biodiversity! In this area there are so many insects, great examples of biodiversity! In this area there are so many insects, 
plants, and fungi. So for homework this weekend I’m going to give plants, and fungi. So for homework this weekend I’m going to give 
you this checklist to see how many things you can spot whilst out you this checklist to see how many things you can spot whilst out 
with your families.”with your families.”

Later that day Mr Clarke handed out a sheet with 8 pictures on it. Albie loved nature, a Later that day Mr Clarke handed out a sheet with 8 pictures on it. Albie loved nature, a 
passion passed on from Gramps, and knew a lot of these already.passion passed on from Gramps, and knew a lot of these already.

"And remember to not go anywhere without your parents or a guardian please class,” Mr "And remember to not go anywhere without your parents or a guardian please class,” Mr 
Clarke said loudly as the children all rushed to leave, as the bell sounded for home time. Clarke said loudly as the children all rushed to leave, as the bell sounded for home time. 

Albie took the sheet and ran out to see Mum and Bella. Finally, it was the weekend!Albie took the sheet and ran out to see Mum and Bella. Finally, it was the weekend!



Albie and Mum were excited about exploring the big country park close to their house and Albie and Mum were excited about exploring the big country park close to their house and 
were hoping to tick off all the things from the homework checklist. were hoping to tick off all the things from the homework checklist. 

“We can get some lunch from the SANG café Albie … it will save me making sandwiches!” “We can get some lunch from the SANG café Albie … it will save me making sandwiches!” 
said Mum picking up her bag and putting on her shoes.said Mum picking up her bag and putting on her shoes.

“What’s a SANG café Mum? Does it mean sangwiches café?”“What’s a SANG café Mum? Does it mean sangwiches café?”

Mum chuckled, “No, it says in the residents newsletter that Mum chuckled, “No, it says in the residents newsletter that SANG stands for SANG stands for 
Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace”Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace”

“So, it’s a café in a nice place, where lots of wildlife lives then Mum?”“So, it’s a café in a nice place, where lots of wildlife lives then Mum?”

“Yes, that’s right Albie, like a country park!” said Mum, as she closed the front door.“Yes, that’s right Albie, like a country park!” said Mum, as she closed the front door.

The SANG Café was nestled within the beautiful surrounds of green space and ponds. It The SANG Café was nestled within the beautiful surrounds of green space and ponds. It 
was also next to the entrance of Stratford View that Albie remembered seeing from the was also next to the entrance of Stratford View that Albie remembered seeing from the 
car when they first moved. car when they first moved. 

“Let’s get a drink and a little treat from the café, Albie,” said Mum. “And then we can “Let’s get a drink and a little treat from the café, Albie,” said Mum. “And then we can 
look at your homework”look at your homework”

As Mum and Albie entered the café, they saw Jo and her parents also eagerly inspecting As Mum and Albie entered the café, they saw Jo and her parents also eagerly inspecting 
the homework sheet. the homework sheet. 

“Where are we going  “Where are we going  
to find a reptile?”  to find a reptile?”  
mused Jo’s Mum.mused Jo’s Mum.

exploring
CHAPTER 4CHAPTER 4



Albie and Mum wandered over and greeted their new friends. “Hi everyone!” said Mum. Albie, Albie and Mum wandered over and greeted their new friends. “Hi everyone!” said Mum. Albie, 
feeling brave, announced “We may be able see a snake, as they lay out in the sun sometimes!”feeling brave, announced “We may be able see a snake, as they lay out in the sun sometimes!”

“Oh, we saw a snake in the garden yesterday – it was a slow worm,” said Jo.“Oh, we saw a snake in the garden yesterday – it was a slow worm,” said Jo.

Albie, feeling even braver, corrected Jo “Actually a slow worm isn’t a snake. It’s a lizard with Albie, feeling even braver, corrected Jo “Actually a slow worm isn’t a snake. It’s a lizard with 
no legs.”no legs.”

Everyone was very impressed with Albie’s knowledge of nature and, armed with refreshments, Everyone was very impressed with Albie’s knowledge of nature and, armed with refreshments, 
they began to explore.they began to explore.

Albie really enjoyed spending time with Jo and Mum enjoyed talking about grown up things Albie really enjoyed spending time with Jo and Mum enjoyed talking about grown up things 
with Jo’s parents too. Between the group, they saw bees, dragonflies, water boatmen, with Jo’s parents too. Between the group, they saw bees, dragonflies, water boatmen, 
butterflies and newts too – darting around at the bottom of the pond. butterflies and newts too – darting around at the bottom of the pond. 

They all decided to have lunch at the café as they were having so much fun and then They all decided to have lunch at the café as they were having so much fun and then 
continued to explore into the afternoon. continued to explore into the afternoon. 

Jo nudged Albie “Go and ask your mum if we can look at the SUD’s on our own. I’ll ask my dad Jo nudged Albie “Go and ask your mum if we can look at the SUD’s on our own. I’ll ask my dad 
too”too”

Albie looked confused. Albie looked confused. “What’s a SUD?”“What’s a SUD?”

“Mr Davis said they were for drainage, I think. But we might be able to find other things in “Mr Davis said they were for drainage, I think. But we might be able to find other things in 
there and add it to our homework for Mr Clarke”there and add it to our homework for Mr Clarke”

“Ok, I’ll ask Mum” said Albie feeling excited. “Mum, Mum! Can I go to the drains place and “Ok, I’ll ask Mum” said Albie feeling excited. “Mum, Mum! Can I go to the drains place and 
look for more pond creatures?”look for more pond creatures?”

“I think Albie means the Sustainable Urban Drainage over there” said Jo’s dad, pointing to an “I think Albie means the Sustainable Urban Drainage over there” said Jo’s dad, pointing to an 
area across the field.area across the field.

 “Ok” said Mum. “You’ve been so well behaved today but you must promise to not go any  “Ok” said Mum. “You’ve been so well behaved today but you must promise to not go any 
further, and make sure you stay on the path.”further, and make sure you stay on the path.”

“You can trust us!”“You can trust us!” said Jo, with a big grin on her face said Jo, with a big grin on her face



Albie and Jo, feeling rather grown up, walked across the field leaving their parents behind. Albie and Jo, feeling rather grown up, walked across the field leaving their parents behind. 
Albie had never really been away from Mum before, but Albie felt safe here. Albie had never really been away from Mum before, but Albie felt safe here. 

When they got to the SUD’s, Albie knelt down and peered into the water. A small water When they got to the SUD’s, Albie knelt down and peered into the water. A small water 
beetle appeared at the top of the surface before diving back down again quickly. beetle appeared at the top of the surface before diving back down again quickly. 

“Water Beetle” “Water Beetle” shouted Albie triumphantly!shouted Albie triumphantly!

Albie and Jo moved closer to the water in the hope that they would see more wildlife.  Albie and Jo moved closer to the water in the hope that they would see more wildlife.  
Albie noticed a tiny bridge connecting one side to the other. Albie started to cross the Albie noticed a tiny bridge connecting one side to the other. Albie started to cross the 
bridge, but Jo mischievously backed away and said “I can jump this. I’m probably the best bridge, but Jo mischievously backed away and said “I can jump this. I’m probably the best 
jumper at school.”jumper at school.”

“I’m not sure that’s a good idea,” Albie replied worryingly. “I’m not sure that’s a good idea,” Albie replied worryingly. 
“What happens if you fall in?”“What happens if you fall in?”

“It’s not that deep” Jo said as she started to run towards the water.“It’s not that deep” Jo said as she started to run towards the water.

Albie couldn’t watch as Jo leapt impressively through the air. As Jo landed on the other side Albie couldn’t watch as Jo leapt impressively through the air. As Jo landed on the other side 
she slipped, her right leg landing in the water with a big splosh! Albie looked on in horror as she slipped, her right leg landing in the water with a big splosh! Albie looked on in horror as 
Jo quickly pulled her leg out again, but it was too late. Jo’s shoe was filled with water!Jo quickly pulled her leg out again, but it was too late. Jo’s shoe was filled with water!

Jo didn’t seem too worried though and laughed as she took off her shoe and sock and Jo didn’t seem too worried though and laughed as she took off her shoe and sock and 
poured out the water back into the SUD. Jo put the wet shoe back on and it made a very poured out the water back into the SUD. Jo put the wet shoe back on and it made a very 
squelchy noise. Albie wasn’t sure if this was fun anymore.squelchy noise. Albie wasn’t sure if this was fun anymore.



“Let’s keep walking,” said Jo as she noisy squelched her way along the bank and “Let’s keep walking,” said Jo as she noisy squelched her way along the bank and 
encouraged Albie to stray off the path.encouraged Albie to stray off the path.

“I’m not sure we should go any further Jo, our parents won’t be “I’m not sure we should go any further Jo, our parents won’t be 
able to see us”able to see us”

“Don’t worry,” said Jo. “We’ll be ok!”“Don’t worry,” said Jo. “We’ll be ok!”

Albie and Jo walked past a cluster of trees and came to a clearing. It was very quiet and Albie and Jo walked past a cluster of trees and came to a clearing. It was very quiet and 
filled with blackberry bushes, heavy with the first fruits of Autumn. Albie and Jo picked filled with blackberry bushes, heavy with the first fruits of Autumn. Albie and Jo picked 
the ripe berries from the bushes being careful to not get hurt by the sharp prickly bits. the ripe berries from the bushes being careful to not get hurt by the sharp prickly bits. 
Soon both children had bright purple blackberry juice all around their faces and hands!Soon both children had bright purple blackberry juice all around their faces and hands!

Albie and Jo walked further along the clearing and looked back. Albie was a bit confused Albie and Jo walked further along the clearing and looked back. Albie was a bit confused 
and wasn’t entirely sure where they were now. Their parents had long since vanished from and wasn’t entirely sure where they were now. Their parents had long since vanished from 
view and Albie thought it was time to go back. Jo agreed and they both started to walk view and Albie thought it was time to go back. Jo agreed and they both started to walk 
back before they could be told off. After a few minutes Albie and Jo came to another back before they could be told off. After a few minutes Albie and Jo came to another 
field which they thought was strange as it wasn’t there before. field which they thought was strange as it wasn’t there before. 

“I don’t like the feeling in my shoe anymore Albie. It feels really uncomfortable now,” “I don’t like the feeling in my shoe anymore Albie. It feels really uncomfortable now,” 
moaned Jo, still squelching as she walked.moaned Jo, still squelching as she walked.

“I told you not to jump Jo,” said Albie. Jo didn’t look so happy anymore. Albie paused and “I told you not to jump Jo,” said Albie. Jo didn’t look so happy anymore. Albie paused and 
looked around “I’m not sure where we are. We didn’t go past this field on the way here.”looked around “I’m not sure where we are. We didn’t go past this field on the way here.”

Albie felt very anxious and worried and wanted to be with Mum again. Jo had sat down Albie felt very anxious and worried and wanted to be with Mum again. Jo had sat down 
with her head in hands. “Are you crying Jo?” said Albie “Are you ok?”with her head in hands. “Are you crying Jo?” said Albie “Are you ok?”

“My parents are going to be angry with me,”“My parents are going to be angry with me,” said Jo. “These shoes were  said Jo. “These shoes were 
new,” Jo said with tears falling from her chin and into her lap. “And now my new top is new,” Jo said with tears falling from her chin and into her lap. “And now my new top is 
covered in blackberry juice!”covered in blackberry juice!”

“You need to get up so we can keep walking,” said Albie bravely. Albie helped Jo up and “You need to get up so we can keep walking,” said Albie bravely. Albie helped Jo up and 
looked up at the sky. The sun had been covered by a big black cloud and little droplets of looked up at the sky. The sun had been covered by a big black cloud and little droplets of 
rain started to fall onto the children.rain started to fall onto the children.



Albie and Jo walked hesitantly through the field and found a small pathway. On the other Albie and Jo walked hesitantly through the field and found a small pathway. On the other 
side, a building came into view. It was the school! Albie and Jo felt relieved to see something side, a building came into view. It was the school! Albie and Jo felt relieved to see something 
they recognised. Albie knew that they were quite far away from the SUD’s and that Mum they recognised. Albie knew that they were quite far away from the SUD’s and that Mum 
would be very worried. would be very worried. 

Both children realised that they would be in big, big trouble with Mum now. It was raining Both children realised that they would be in big, big trouble with Mum now. It was raining 
quite heavily, and Albie and Jo were no closer to getting back to the SANG Café.quite heavily, and Albie and Jo were no closer to getting back to the SANG Café.

“Which way now Albie?” asked Jo, hopefully.“Which way now Albie?” asked Jo, hopefully.

“I don’t know,” said an increasingly concerned Albie. “Wait! I can hear voices over there” “I don’t know,” said an increasingly concerned Albie. “Wait! I can hear voices over there” 
Albie said pointing. “Someone might be able to help us get back.”Albie said pointing. “Someone might be able to help us get back.”

The children turned past the school and saw an area fenced off with of lots of raised The children turned past the school and saw an area fenced off with of lots of raised 
planting beds. They peered in and saw people digging out carrots and picking raspberries. planting beds. They peered in and saw people digging out carrots and picking raspberries. 

The children heard a familiar voice.The children heard a familiar voice.

“Albie, Jo, where are your parents?”“Albie, Jo, where are your parents?”  

  

A wrong turn
CHAPTER 5CHAPTER 5



A concerned looking lady approached the fence to greet the children. It was Mrs Soor, the A concerned looking lady approached the fence to greet the children. It was Mrs Soor, the 
primary school headteacher. Albie had thought she was quite scary when she walked around primary school headteacher. Albie had thought she was quite scary when she walked around 
school but both Albie and Jo were so very pleased to see her now.school but both Albie and Jo were so very pleased to see her now.

“We’re lost, Mrs Soor and we don’t know how to get back to our parents at the SANG “We’re lost, Mrs Soor and we don’t know how to get back to our parents at the SANG 
Cafe,” cried Albie. Jo, for the very first time, was as quiet as a mouse. Cafe,” cried Albie. Jo, for the very first time, was as quiet as a mouse. 

“Don’t worry,” said Mrs Soor reassuringly. “Let’s help you find your way back.” She reached “Don’t worry,” said Mrs Soor reassuringly. “Let’s help you find your way back.” She reached 
across to her basket and handed two juicy pears to Albie and Jo. across to her basket and handed two juicy pears to Albie and Jo. 

“You must be hungry from all that exploring, I’ve just picked these “You must be hungry from all that exploring, I’ve just picked these 
from the community orchard.”from the community orchard.”
Mrs Soor closed the gate and strode purposefully towards a big wooden sign on the side of Mrs Soor closed the gate and strode purposefully towards a big wooden sign on the side of 
the pathway.the pathway.

“This is what we call ‘wayfinding’”“This is what we call ‘wayfinding’” she said pointing to a big red dot on the sign.  she said pointing to a big red dot on the sign. 
“This is where we are currently, and this”, she said pointing to another dot, “is where we “This is where we are currently, and this”, she said pointing to another dot, “is where we 
need to go. need to go. If you stay on the paths, you can’t get lost as the paths go If you stay on the paths, you can’t get lost as the paths go 
around in a big, long loop.around in a big, long loop. Did you both wander off the pathway?” Mrs Soor asked  Did you both wander off the pathway?” Mrs Soor asked 
with a raised eyebrow. Albie and Jo dropped their heads, feeling embarrassed. with a raised eyebrow. Albie and Jo dropped their heads, feeling embarrassed. 

Fortunately, it was only a few minutes’ stroll back to the café. Albie and Jo skipped Fortunately, it was only a few minutes’ stroll back to the café. Albie and Jo skipped 
alongside Mrs Soor and ate their juicy pears. Even Jo started to look happy again, although alongside Mrs Soor and ate their juicy pears. Even Jo started to look happy again, although 
both were worried about what their parents would say.both were worried about what their parents would say.



Albie, Jo and Mrs Soor walked back past the sports pitches and pavilion and saw their Albie, Jo and Mrs Soor walked back past the sports pitches and pavilion and saw their 
parents, who at this point, were searching the area looking worried. Albie’s dad was there parents, who at this point, were searching the area looking worried. Albie’s dad was there 
too and even Alf had come down on his bike with his new friends. It was Alf who spotted too and even Alf had come down on his bike with his new friends. It was Alf who spotted 
Albie, Jo and Mrs Soor first.Albie, Jo and Mrs Soor first.

“Mum, Dad” shouted Alf “I’ve seen them”. Alf raced towards Albie quicker than any of the “Mum, Dad” shouted Alf “I’ve seen them”. Alf raced towards Albie quicker than any of the 
parents to give Albie a big hug. parents to give Albie a big hug. 

“Where have you been Albie?“Where have you been Albie? It’s raining and it will start to get dark soon. We told  It’s raining and it will start to get dark soon. We told 
you to stay close and not go off the path.” Mum was very relieved and thanked Mrs Soor you to stay close and not go off the path.” Mum was very relieved and thanked Mrs Soor 
for getting the children back safely.for getting the children back safely.

The families waved goodbye to Mrs Soor.The families waved goodbye to Mrs Soor.

Reunited
CHAPTER 6CHAPTER 6



“Bye Albie, bye Jo, see you Monday morning – bright and early, and eager to learn please. “Bye Albie, bye Jo, see you Monday morning – bright and early, and eager to learn please. 
Monday’s lesson will be about using wayfinding!” Mrs Soor said smiling as she headed back to Monday’s lesson will be about using wayfinding!” Mrs Soor said smiling as she headed back to 
the allotment.the allotment.

The families packed up the nets, the homework sheets and coats. Albie and Jo stood The families packed up the nets, the homework sheets and coats. Albie and Jo stood 
sheepishly, contemplating the day’s events. Albie knew they shouldn’t have walked off the sheepishly, contemplating the day’s events. Albie knew they shouldn’t have walked off the 
main path and wouldn’t be making the same mistake again.main path and wouldn’t be making the same mistake again.

The parents were very pleased that the community helped Albie and Jo get back safely. The The parents were very pleased that the community helped Albie and Jo get back safely. The 
wayfinding really helped to create a place that was safe for everyone.wayfinding really helped to create a place that was safe for everyone.

“Mum” said Albie tugging at Mum’s sleeve. “Mum” said Albie tugging at Mum’s sleeve. 
“Can Jo and her parents come to our party tomorrow please?”“Can Jo and her parents come to our party tomorrow please?”

“Don’t worry” said Mum “We’ve already asked Jo’s parents. After today events, I think we “Don’t worry” said Mum “We’ve already asked Jo’s parents. After today events, I think we 
all need a fun time tomorrow! I suggest you get an early night.” Albie agreed, aware of how all need a fun time tomorrow! I suggest you get an early night.” Albie agreed, aware of how 
much trouble they could have been in.much trouble they could have been in.

As they walked back, the rain stopped falling and the sun started to set. As they walked back, the rain stopped falling and the sun started to set. 

Albie couldn’t wait to get home as they walked up the front path.Albie couldn’t wait to get home as they walked up the front path.

“Bye Jo! See you tomorrow”“Bye Jo! See you tomorrow”  Albie turned around to wave and saw Jo, wet shoe in Albie turned around to wave and saw Jo, wet shoe in 
hand, hopping down the path on one foot whilst her parents tried to keep up.hand, hopping down the path on one foot whilst her parents tried to keep up.



Mum and Dad, with the help of Nan and Gramps, had managed to put most of the boxes Mum and Dad, with the help of Nan and Gramps, had managed to put most of the boxes 
away so they could hold a moving in party with friends and family. Dad had agreed to cook away so they could hold a moving in party with friends and family. Dad had agreed to cook 
on the barbecue and Albie’s trampoline was all set up in the garden. Mum put some balloons on the barbecue and Albie’s trampoline was all set up in the garden. Mum put some balloons 
and bunting up and had made some fresh lemonade with Albie.and bunting up and had made some fresh lemonade with Albie.

The first to arrive were their new next door neighbours, Milly and her daughter Evie. Evie The first to arrive were their new next door neighbours, Milly and her daughter Evie. Evie 
was a little older than Albie and was a budding artist. She had brought a box of pens and was a little older than Albie and was a budding artist. She had brought a box of pens and 
pencils with her. pencils with her. 

Jo and her parents arrived next and almost immediately, Jo found the trampoline and Jo and her parents arrived next and almost immediately, Jo found the trampoline and 
started bouncing very high.started bouncing very high.

Albie kept asking Mum for the time. Albie kept asking Mum for the time. 
“What’s the time, Mum? When is Sam coming?” “What’s the time, Mum? When is Sam coming?” 

Then the doorbell rang. “That must be Sam!” yelled Albie, flying through the house to Then the doorbell rang. “That must be Sam!” yelled Albie, flying through the house to 
towards the front. Albie opened the door and, sure enough, there was Sam, grinning from towards the front. Albie opened the door and, sure enough, there was Sam, grinning from 
ear to ear. Albie was overjoyed to see Sam again. It had felt like such a long time since ear to ear. Albie was overjoyed to see Sam again. It had felt like such a long time since 
they’d seen each other. Albie couldn’t wait to show Sam the new house and all the exciting they’d seen each other. Albie couldn’t wait to show Sam the new house and all the exciting 
things to do in the local area. things to do in the local area. 

Albie had been a little worried if Sam and Jo would like each other but Albie needn’t have Albie had been a little worried if Sam and Jo would like each other but Albie needn’t have 
been anxious. Sam joined Jo on the trampoline and Albie laughed as they bounced into each been anxious. Sam joined Jo on the trampoline and Albie laughed as they bounced into each 
other. They held hands and bounced as high as they possibly could. Albie smiled and joined other. They held hands and bounced as high as they possibly could. Albie smiled and joined 
Evie who was drawing in the kitchen. Evie who was drawing in the kitchen. 

“What are you doing Evie?”“What are you doing Evie?”

“I’m writing a book and drawing the pictures.”“I’m writing a book and drawing the pictures.”

“What’s it about?”“What’s it about?”

“It’s about moving here,” she smiled.“It’s about moving here,” she smiled.

Albie picked up a pencil. Albie definitely Albie picked up a pencil. Albie definitely 
knew a thing or two about moving house!knew a thing or two about moving house!



The party was very enjoyable and successful. Albie gave everyone a tour of the house and The party was very enjoyable and successful. Albie gave everyone a tour of the house and 
told them about the new school and yesterday’s adventures. As the parents chatted told them about the new school and yesterday’s adventures. As the parents chatted 
together, Albie, Jo and Sam wanted to play on the new table tennis equipment on the together, Albie, Jo and Sam wanted to play on the new table tennis equipment on the 
village green.village green.

When Albie asked permission to go, the parents all looked at each other, remembering the When Albie asked permission to go, the parents all looked at each other, remembering the 
events of yesterday. Before anyone could say anything, Alf said events of yesterday. Before anyone could say anything, Alf said “Come on then, I’ll “Come on then, I’ll 
look after you lot this time!”look after you lot this time!”

Albie, Jo, Sam and a few other friends joined them to play table tennis and loads of other Albie, Jo, Sam and a few other friends joined them to play table tennis and loads of other 
games on the village green. Mum and Dad could see them from the kitchen window but Alf games on the village green. Mum and Dad could see them from the kitchen window but Alf 
and Evie, who had also joined them, kept an eye on them until it was time to go home.and Evie, who had also joined them, kept an eye on them until it was time to go home.

As everyone started to leave the party, saying their goodbyes as they left, Mum and Dad As everyone started to leave the party, saying their goodbyes as they left, Mum and Dad 
called the children in from playing.called the children in from playing.

Albie and Alf walked through the colourful door for the last time that day, closing it Albie and Alf walked through the colourful door for the last time that day, closing it 
behind them as the rest of the visitors left.behind them as the rest of the visitors left.

Albie put the slightly muddy shoes by the front door and smiled.Albie put the slightly muddy shoes by the front door and smiled.

“Hello Home,”“Hello Home,” Albie said, very happy and content. Albie said, very happy and content.
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